
 
APPLICATION FOR THE PSYCHOLOGY MAJOR 

 
REQUIREMENTS:  You should have completed three (3) courses offered in the 
Psychology Department.  You must receive grades of C+ or better in these 3 
courses. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS:   Fill out this form, then email the completed form to Lisa 
Proper @ LAP5 
 
IMPORTANT:  Please indicate with an (X) which of the following that you are applying. 
This form must be completed in order to process your application. 
 
 ______________  MAJOR 
 
 ______________  INDEPENDENT MAJOR 
 
 ______________  COLLEGE SCHOLAR 
 
 ______________  DOUBLE MAJOR   ____________ NAME OF OTHER MAJOR 
  
 ______________  INTERNAL TRANSFER 
 
 ______________  EXTERNAL TRANSFER 
 
                            ______________  ABU (Pre-Major) 
 
CU ID#:   _________________       Email:   ___________________        Date: _____________ 
 
Name: ___________________________________   Year of Graduation: ______________________ 
 
Local Address: _____________________________  Telephone: _________________ 
 
Name & Department of Previous Advisor:_______________________________________________ 
 
Your specialized interests in Psychology, if any:  _________________________________________ 
 
Do you request a particular Advisor:__________      Name : ___________________ 
 
If so has that person already agreed to advise you? __________ 
 
 
 

RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO: Lisa Proper @ LAP5 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
DATE: ________________ 
 
 
 
ASSIGNED ADVISOR: ______________________________________________    
 
 
 
List all courses (not just psychology) taken each semester, with grades received.  List also the 
courses you are taking this current semester. 
 
 
FIRST SEMESTER  GRADE  SECOND SEMESTER GRADE 
 
1.       1.      
 
2.       2.      



 
3.       3.      
 
4.       4.      
 
5.       5.      
 
6.       6.      
 
 
 
THIRD SEMESTER  GRADE  FOURTH SEMESTER GRADE 
 
1.       1.      
 
2.       2.      
 
3.       3.      
 
4.       4.      
 
5.       5.      
 
6.__   _                            6.________________        _____  
  
 
 
FIFTH SEMESTER  GRADE  SIXTH SEMESTER  GRADE 
 
1.       1.      
 
2.       2.      
 
3.       3.      
 
4.       4.      
 
5.       5.      
 
6.__   _                           6.________________           _____  
 
Return Top Copy of the Psychology Form to Lisa Proper (211D Uris Hall).  If you have not been 
notified by email after two weeks please email LAP5 to find out your assigned advisor. 
PSYCHOLOGY 
 M. Christiansen, T. Cleland, T. DeVoogd, S. Edelman, D. Field, T. Gilovich, M. Goldstein, 
 A. Krosch, C. Krumhansl, L. Niemi, A. Ophir, D. Pizarro, H. Segal, D. Smith, K, Swallow, F. Thoemmes,  
 K. Tschida, V. Zayas 
 
The major areas of psychology represented in the department are perception, cognition, and development (PCD), behavioral 
evolutionary neuroscience (BEN), and social and personality psychology (S&P). These areas are very broadly defined, and 
the courses are quite diverse. PCD includes such courses as cognition, perception, memory, and psycholinguistics; BEN 
includes animal learning, neuropsychology, interactions between hormones, other biochemical processes, and behavior.  
S & P is represented by courses in social psychology, personality, psychology and law, judgment and decision making, and 
moral psychology, as well as courses in clinical fieldwork and psychopathology. In addition to the three major areas 
mentioned above, the department emphasizes the statistical and logical analysis of psychological data and researchable 
problems. 
 
The Major: 
Admission to the major is usually granted to any student in good standing in the college who has passed three or more 
psychology courses with grades of C+ or better. Provisional admission requires two such courses. To apply to the major 
and receive an advisor, a major application form may be obtained from the department office (211 Uris Hall) and should be 
completed and taken to one of the faculty members whose name is listed on the form. 



Requirements	for	the	major	are:	
 

• a total of 40 credits in psychology (including prerequisites), from which students majoring in psychology are 
expected to choose, in consultation with their advisors, a range of courses that covers the basic processes in 
psychology.  Students must earn a grade of C- or better in each course.  Students are also encouraged to take 
independent study or fieldwork (PSYCH 4700 – Undergraduate Research in Psychology and PSYCH 4710 – 
Advanced Undergraduate Research in Psychology; research conducted under the supervision of a professor). No 
course other than PSYCH 4700 and PSYCH 4710 may be taken as S/U.  Up to 12 of these credits may be 
counted towards the major. 

• demonstration of proficiency in statistics before the beginning of the senior year. (See the section below on the 
statistics requirement.) 

Normally it is expected that all undergraduate psychology majors will take at least one course in each of the following three 
areas of psychology: 

• Perception, cognition, and development (PCD) 

• Behavioral evolutionary neuroscience (BEN) 

• Social and personality psychology (S&P) 
The following classification of Department of Psychology offerings is intended to help students and their advisors choose 
courses that will ensure that such breadth is achieved: 
 
• Perception, cognition and development (PCD):  PSYCH 1102, 2090, 2150, 3140, 3160, 3190, 3200, 3310, 3350, 3420, 4030, 

4120, 4150, 4180, 4270, 4280, 4320, 4331, 4420, 4470, 4500, 4580, 4770.   
• Behavioral and evolutionary neuroscience (BEN):  PSYCH 2230, 3020, 3220, 3240, 3260, 3320, 4230, 4240,  

4260, 4350, 4390, 4600.    
• Social and personality psychology (S&P):  PSYCH 1500, 1650, 2415, 2580, 2610, 2650, 2750, 2800, 2820, 2830, 2930, 2940, 

3135, 3150, 3250, 3270, 3280, 3380, 3450, 3800, 3820, 3850, 3910, 4050, 4060, 4070, 4580, 4750, 4760, 4771, 4800, 4810, 
4820, 4830, 4840, 4850, 4910.    

• Other courses:  Psychology 1101, 1280, 1990, 2500, 2830, 4700, 4710.  The major adviser determines to which group, if any,  
these courses may be applied. 

 
With the permission of the advisor, courses in other departments may be accepted toward the major requirements. 
 
Fieldwork, independent study, and teaching:  The department requires students to observe the following limits on 
fieldwork, independent study, and teaching. 
• Undergraduates may not serve as teaching assistants for psychology courses if they are serving as teaching assistants 

for any other course during the same semester. 
 
• An undergraduate psychology major cannot apply more than 12 of the credits earned in independent study (including 

honors work), and fieldwork toward the 40 credits required by the major. 
 
Statistics Requirement: Proficiency in statistics can be demonstrated in any one of the several ways listed below: 
• Passing Psychology 2500. 
 
• Passing an approved course or course sequence in statistics in some other department at Cornell.  The approved list of 

courses and sequences may change.  
 
• Passing a course or course sequence in statistics at some other college, university, or college level summer school.  The 

course or sequence must be equivalent to at least 6 semester credits.  The description of the course from the college 
catalog and the title and author of the textbook used must be submitted to Professor Cleland for approval. 

 
• Passing an exemption examination.  This examination can be given at virtually any time during the academic year if 

the student gives notice at least one week before.  Students who have completed a theoretical statistics course in a 
department of mathematics or engineering, and who wish to demonstrate competence in applied statistics usually find 
this option the easiest.  Students planning this option should discuss it in advance with Professor Cleland. 

 
Concentration in Behavioral and Evolutionary Neuroscience:  Psychology majors interested in psychology as a 
biological science can elect to specialize in biopsychology.  Students in this concentration must meet all of the general 
requirements for the major in psychology and must also demonstrate a solid background in biology; the physical sciences, 
including at least introductory chemistry and mathematics.  Students will design with their advisors an integrated program 
in biopsychology built around courses on physiological, chemical, anatomical, and ecological determinants of human and 
nonhuman behavior offered by the Department of Psychology.  Additional courses in physiology, anatomy, biochemistry, 
neurochemistry, neurobiology, and behavioral biology may be designed as part of the psychology major after consultation 
between the student and his or her biopsychology advisor. 



 
Concentration in social and personality psychology: Psychology majors who wish to specialize in social psychology are 
expected to meet the general requirements set by their department, including statistics. To ensure a solid interdisciplinary 
grounding, students in the concentration are permitted to include some major courses in anthropology, economics, 
sociology and other related fields. Advisors will assist students in the selection of a coherent set of courses from social 
organization, cultural anthropology, experimental psychology, social methodology, and several aspects of personality and 
social psychology. 
Undergraduate honors program: The honors program is designed for exceptional students who wish to pursue intensive and independent psychological 
research. The honors program offers students the closest contact and consultation with faculty they will likely experience while at Cornell. Successful 
participation serves as evidence of the two most important skills required of an academic psychologist: the capacity to integrate theoretical and factual 
material, and to devise and execute a creative empirical research project. Students who successfully complete the Honors Program graduate with honors 
noted on their diplomas. Qualified majors who are planning graduate work in any academic field should consider applying. 
 
The research project is conducted under the close mentorship of a faculty member. Honors students will conduct an empirical study, analyze the data, and 
interpret the results. Students will produce a professional research report and present their project at an Honors Poster session and an oral defense. 
Conducting honors research and completing a thesis requires both time and effort. Students in the program must register for 3 or 4 credits of Psychology 
4710: Independent Study in both Fall and Spring semesters. 
 

Provisional admission to the program is based on the applicant's GPA (3.5 or greater in Psychology courses is typical), previous research experience (at 
least one semester of independent study), and synopsis of proposed project. A letter of support (i.e., letter of commitment and recommendation) from a 
proposed mentor is also required. Subject to approval, the mentor need not be in the Psychology department. Previous independent study with the 
proposed mentor is common and strongly recommended. The student should enroll in Independent Study (PSYCH 4710) with the faculty mentor when 
applying to the program. The Honors Program Director(s) will evaluate application packages.  

The focus of the honors program is conducting an experiment, analyzing the data that result, and describing the project in a thesis that closely 
approximates a professional-level research report both in form and quality. The research project is to be conducted under the close sponsorship of a faculty 
member. Subject to approval, the sponsor need not be in the psychology department per se.  The customary level is cum laude, awarded to approximately 
two-thirds of psychology honors graduates. Approximately one-third receive the next-highest level of honors, which is magna cum laude. A student who 
has both an unusually strong academic record in psychology and completes a thesis of exceptionally high quality will be considered for summa cum laude, 
the highest level of honors. However, those are unusual cases. The T. A. Ryan Award, accompanied by a cash prize, is awarded to the student who 
conducts the best honors project in a given year. Students in the program register for 3 or 4 credits of PSYCH 4710 Independent Study  in both fall and 
spring semesters. Format and binding of the thesis follows guidelines for the doctoral dissertation and master’s thesis, outlined by the Cornell University 
Graduate School. Stylistic format is APA style. Alternative style formats are possible, if approved in advance. 

 


